
Studies Show Higher Concentration of Air Pollution and  

Higher Cancer Risk in South Park and Georgetown 
 

 

Local Air Pollution Findings 

 

• In 2009, the Environmental Protection Agency found excess cancer risk in port areas, such as South 

Park and Georgetown, 27 times higher than the national average.1 

• In 2008, the Federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseases Registry (ATSDR) released a report of 

air pollution in the Duwamish Valley, where the Port of Seattle, South Park and Georgetown are all 

located. 2 ATSDR reported that: 

- Of six air toxics monitoring sites in King County, health risks from toxic air pollutants are the 

greatest in Georgetown.   

- Areas of Georgetown and South Park have a risk factor of up to 4 excess cancer cases per 

1,000 individuals exposed, due to mobile source emissions. Yet, the authors of the ATSDR 

study note that the cancer risk is likely higher, as data for Port-related pollution, including 

ship, rail and air emissions, was not available for analysis.  

• A 2003 study by the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency showed that Georgetown appears to have the 

highest concentration of particulate matter in the air, a major component of diesel pollution.3 

 

Health Hazards of Pollution From Trucks and Airplanes 

 

• Exposure to air pollution in Seattle is linked to an increase in severity and frequency of asthma 

attacks.4  

• Diesel exhaust poses the highest cancer risk of any toxic air contaminant by contributing to cell 

mutation that can lead to cancer.5  

• Immediate effects of exposure to diesel exhaust include: irritation of the eyes, nose and throat and 

lungs. Exposure may cause cough, headache, lightheadedness and nausea and can increase 

susceptibility to allergens.6  

• Exposure to particulate matter is associated with which is associated with premature death, chronic 

bronchitis, respiratory tract infections, heart disease and stroke.5   

• Chemicals in airplane emissions are known to cause cancer and respiratory problems in those with 

long-term air exposure.7  
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